
High School of Dundee
Come and join us!

High School of Dundee
A great place to work



Who’s Who
Rector Mrs Lise Hudson

Head of Senior Years   Mrs Sam Watson
Deputy Head (Pastoral)  Mr Nigel Clarke
Deputy Head (Curriculum)  Mr David Smith
Deputy Head (Co-curriculum)  Mr David Brett

Head of Junior Years   Mrs Julie Rose
Deputy Head (Early Years to L3)  Mrs Claire Proudfoot
Deputy Head (L4-L7)   Mr Rob Petrie

Our Core Values 
 “We are a community which inspires, empowers and supports our young 
people to realise their potential through our creative, vibrant, challenging 

and aspirational intergrated Curriculum”



A warm welcome awaits...
The High School of Dundee is one of Scotland’s leading independent schools and is among the 
oldest in the United Kingdom. It is the largest independent school in Tayside and Fife. 

At the High School of Dundee our goal is to enable and empower our young people to thrive and realise 
their own unique potential by creating an environment that ignites curiosity, embraces bright ideas, fosters 
creativity and values challenge not as something to fear, but as the ultimate learning device. Our Inte-
grated Curriculum therefore interweaves this with academic endeavour and co-curricular participation to 
provide a genuine all-round education with the pupil at its heart.

Our passionate and caring staff aim to get it right for every child in our care, nurturing, inspiring and sup-
porting them to find what makes them tick and reach their potential.

We’re very proud of our heritage and traditions – the school was founded in 1239 – but we use this as a 
platform to look up to what is possible and out to our horizons locally, nationally and globally. We are a 
community that aspires to have a positive impact, individually and collectively.

Underpinning all that we do are our Core Values, a set of guiding principles which equip our young people 
to take responsibility with kindness, compassion and an open, fair-minded outlook so that they can make a 
difference in the communities in which they live and work.

Please take some time to read through this booklet, click on the links and see what a warm 
welcome awaits when you step inside our inspiring School. 

Lise Hudson, Rector High School of Dundee



A great place to work!

The High School employs around 240 teaching and administrative/support staff. Benefits for staff members 
include a retail and services savings platform ‘HSD Rewards’, discount on fees for staff members, free ac-
cess to the school gym out of school hours, a generous contributory defined contribution pension scheme, 
and an emphasis on continuing professional development.

We are an all-through school for children aged 3 to 18 years and operate a city centre campus at Mead-
owside for our junior and senior years pupils.  Our nursery, sports centre and playing fields can be found at 
Mayfield, a 5 minute drive east of the city centre.

To give you a true feel for the School and all that we have to offer as well as a chance to hear from pupils, 
staff and former pupils please take some time to watch the following videos. They are designed to mirror 
a typical Open Morning which can last around 2 hours, so sit down, relax with a cup of tea and allow us to 
take you on a journey through our integrated curriculum and see how our curricular, co-curricular and pas-
toral elements are intertwined to inspire our young people to become the game changers of tomorrow. 

 » Nursery video 
 » Junior Years video 
 » Senior Years video  
 » Music Junior Years
 » Music Senior Years
 » Sport Provision
 » How We’ve Adapted 

 *Please note that most of the filming took place within the last few weeks and shows our pupils 
 wearing their revised uniform to support infection controls. 

“I’ve never seen a school 
with such heart”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Giptor_HiGk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MLKBlCvG4ts
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mgfQ-cpV4V0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hb_1FyP5N0U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=7_guOd7A_SM&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J-Suf5gqS-g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IF9Q7OUrUto


Becoming part of the ‘High School family’

There is something for everyone at our School and we actively encourage staff to join in all the fun too. 
Follow our nursery children through the woods on a Bear Hunt, slide down the zipwire with L6 at Dalguise, 
get creative at our lunchtime Senior Years animation clubs or sign up for a Social Good Connect project and 
make a difference in the local community. 

All these initiatives are a great way to feel part of the ‘high school family’.

And there’s more....

Even during lockdown we 
found ingenious ways to 
stay connected - take a 
peek inside  our latest 
Review Magazine by click-
ing on the front cover. 

https://www.highschoolofdundee.org.uk/news-and-events/publications/the-review
https://www.highschoolofdundee.org.uk/news-and-events/publications/the-review


Supporting one another

As a staff community we try to support one another 
and over the last year this has been more important 
than ever.

We support one another in many ways across the 
school with well-being workshops and advice, daily 
morning drop-in sessions on Zoom and Teams during 
lockdown, social events and regular surveys to make 
sure we are meeting your needs and supporting you 
as best we can. Weekly briefings keep you up to date 
and we encourage everyone to provide feedback on 
what we are doing well and areas that we can im-
prove upon too. 

Role models for our young people

Just as our Form 6 Senior Prefects are expected to set a good example, both our teaching and our admin-
istrative staff act as role models for our young people and we expect everyone to respect and live by our 
Core Values of Honesty, Kindness, Creativity, Resilience, Confidence and Respectfulness. 

Every effort is made to get to know each pupil as an individual by speaking to them, listening to them, and 
respcting their needs. We strive to support our young people in their personal development and encourage 
them to grow awareness of themselves as well-grounded responsible members of society. 

Regular reviews with your line manager are there to reassure and support you. Lise Hudson also has an 
open door and extends a warm welcome to each and every one of our staff community who would like a 
chat.  



An integrated curriculum

Academic strengths

Central to the School’s ethos is the choice 
afforded to pupils.  By offering a wide range of 
subjects throughout the Senior Years and not 
restricting, unnecessarily, the options for pupils, 
the School gives young people the freedom to 
make the most of their talents and interests, 
whilst ensuring they receive a broad education.

Beyond exams, the School aims to give pupils a 
love of learning that will stay with them, and 
benefit them, for life. This begins in Nursery and is 
a core feature of Junior Years in which pupils 
receive high quality primary education that pro-
vides them with the knowledge, experience and 
tools to become happy amd successful learners. 

Our Integrated Curriculum is the overarching term 
that refers to everything that the High School of 
Dundee does, providing a coordinated, genuine 
all-round education with the pupil at heart. 

It enables a tradition for academic excellence to 
run in unison with a wide-ranging co-curricular 
programme as well as a highly developed and 
supportive pastoral care system.  By incorporating 
its vibrant Integrated Curriculum into every aspect 
of school life, the School seeks to inspire, 
empower and support pupils in their aims for inidi-
vidual success.

We have a proud record of academic achievement 
which has seen us consistently feature in the top 
ten list of Scottish schools by results; pupils 
regularly score the top exam results in Scotland in 
a variety of SQA subjects. 

The School follows the Scottish examination 
system through to Higher and Advacned Higher, 
and 90-95% of leavers move on to univeristy 
education. 



Our Alumni - making a difference in the world today

Hit the ‘High’ notes! 



Our Alumni - making a difference in the world today

At the High School of Dundee, learning does 
not start and finish at the classroom door. The 
cocurriculum is woven into the daily life of the 
School, at every age and stage, providing a 
structured holistic learning environment that 
is enormously beneficial to academic studies. 
The High School recognises that the potential 
of pupils can lie in any sphere, and the co-cur-
riculum provides a valuable opportunity to
discover that potential, nurture it, and 
support the development of a range of asso-
ciated skills and experiences which will stand 
pupils in good stead throughout their lives.
 
Pupils in the Junior and Senior Years have a 
huge number of lunch time and after school 
activities and clubs to choose from. Opportu-
nities range from the chance to be a part
of the Sinfonia band, or perform with a choir, 
to Warhammer, gardening, curling, climbing,
origami, Philosophy and Equality and 
Empowerment clubs.

Pupils are always encouraged to think of 
others less fortunate than themselves, and 
have the opportunity to participate in various
fund-raising and charitable initiatives during 
the course of the year.

Our Co-curriculum

Pupils can also represent the School in various 
sports, taking part in competitive fixtures in 
hockey, rugby, netball, tennis, football and
more, or they can pursue sports they enjoy 
or haven’t tried before as part of the sporting 
co-curricular activities programme. Many pupils
also attend specialist instrumental  music tuition 
during the school day and various musical con-
certs and drama performances are held
throughout the year.

Trips, designed to keep the learning process 
fresh, exciting and relevant, and offering the 
chance to explore at first hand concepts and 
subjects which have been introduced in
the classroom, are vital to the learning process.



In recent years there have been major de-
velopments and expansion of the School’s 
facilities, with an increase in the number of 
classrooms and laboratories, as well as social
areas for pupils. To accompany the School’s 
playing fields at Mayfield and Dalnacraig, 
approximately one and a half miles from the 
School, two synthetic pitches involving an
investment of £1.6 million were opened in 
2012, next to the 2006 £3 million Sports Cen-
tre. Mayfield is also the site of the School’s
purpose-built, £1m Nursery, which opened in 
August 2014.

Strategic plans for future development of the 
School’s buildings and resources in the
medium to long term are in place, and in 
2013 the School acquired the building for-
merly housing the Head Post Office in Dun-
dee, a stone’s throw from the School. Plans 
are in the pipeline to redevelop the 
building as an integral part of the 
overall campus.

The High School of Dundee has also invested 
heavily in ICT for teaching and learning to 
ensure they remain at the forefront of Scot-
tish education. Following the introduction of 
whole school Wi-Fi, iPads have been intro-
duced for all pupils from P6 to S6 inclusive.

Our Facilities



Dundee - a great place to live!

Scotland’s fourth largest city, with a population 
of approximately 150,000, Dundee is located just
over an hour from Edinburgh and Aberdeen, and 
90 minutes from Glasgow. It is at the heart of
Scotland’s road and rail networks, allowing quick 
and easy access to stunning scenery, beautiful
landscapes, historic sites and much more. Dun-
dee is connected to London directly via daily 
flights, and to mainland Europe and beyond
via the international airports of Edinburgh, 
Glasgow and Aberdeen.

And did you know that Dundee has more hours 
of sunshine, the purest air quality and more 
green spaces than any other Scottish city?

Dundee is a city well-known for its design and 
creativity, not least thanks to the opening of the 
V&A Dundee in September 2018, the centre-
piece of a 30-year, £1 billion project to redevel-
op Dundee’s River Tay waterfront and reconnect 
it with the city centre. The stunning £80m
design museum is a world-class attraction which 
is expected to draw 300,000 visitors every year. 
Dundee was selected by UNESCO as the
UK’s first City of Design in 2014, and its creative 
industries produce an annual turnover of £190m 
and employment for 3,000 people.

The city is a global leader in the fields of Biomed-
icine and Biotechnology, with world-class
companies, universities and research institutes 
working together to develop innovative new 
products and services. Dundee has two
universities, the University of Dundee and 
Abertay University, and is home to around 
20,000 students, resulting in a constant stream 
of graduates inputting new ideas and ways of 
thinking into the city.

Looking to the future, the Tay Cities Deal, which 
was agreed in November 2018, will bring togeth-
er public, private and voluntary organisations 
in the council areas of Dundee, Angus, Fife and 
Perth & Kinross to create growth more
quickly and sustainably across the regions. 

Photo credit: Pointonephotography



High School of Dundee
(Junior & Senior Years)
Euclid Crescent
Dundee
DD1 1HU
Phone: 01382 202921

Mayfield Sports Centre
(including Nursery)
193 Arbroath Road
Dundee
DD4 7HS

www.highschoolofdundee.org.uk

Sharing in our success
Don’t forget to follow, like, sign up and keep up to date with all our news and share in 
our success!

https://www.highschoolofdundee.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/highschoolofdundee
https://twitter.com/HSofDundee
https://www.instagram.com/highschoolofdundee/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1u4P_CGB3XGaS9NR1jSF5Q
https://www.linkedin.com/school/high-school-of-dundee/

